<U.S. Application No. 09/083,198 


Attorney Docket No. 021653.0138 


Preliminary Amendmeni 
February 24, 1999 


No new matter is added by the amendments, and they are fully supported by 


application as filed and by the parent application, Serial No. 08/653,036. This amendment is 
submitted before the mailing of the first Office Action on the merits, and Applicants respectfully 
request entry of this amendment. 


Applicants believe that this application is now in condition for allowance, and such 


disposition is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that prosecution might be furthered by 
discussing the application with Applicants' representatives, in person or by telephone, we would 
welcome the opportunity to do so. 


Baker & Botts, L.L.P. 

The Warner; Suite 1300 
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2400 
Telephone: (202) 639-7700 


Respectfully submitted, 
BAKER & BOTTS, L.L.P. 


Date: February 24, 1999 
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